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Overview and Scrutiny Update 

Introduction from the Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny Management 

Board 

Welcome to the first Overview and Scrutiny update to Council for the municipal year 

2020/21 

The purpose of these updates is to give an overview of the work carried out by the 

Overview and Scrutiny Management Board and the three Select Commissions; Health, 

Improving Lives, and Improving Places over the past few months. 

The first section of the report covers pre decision scrutiny followed by sections on each of 

the Commissions. 

Where relevant for this period the update will include details of: 

 Progress monitoring of strategies and plans following past scrutiny 

 Outcome resulting from scrutiny 

 Reviews – which are underway or due to commence 

 Task and Finish Group activity 

 Key future items 

 Other activity undertaken by the Scrutiny Members. 

 

Some of the above have been affected by the pandemic and the measures put in place for 

Covid security 

I hope that you find this a useful and informative update of overview and scrutiny work 

done during this period. 

 

Councillor Maggi Clark 

Chair of Overview and Scrutiny Management Board. 
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Overview and Scrutiny Management Board 

Pre-decision Scrutiny 
 
The Overview and Scrutiny Management Board in its pre-decision scrutiny work has 
examined the following reports and made recommendations in advance of them being 
considered by Cabinet. 
 

 the Council’s Year Ahead Plan 

 the Equalities Annual Report 

 Finance Updates, Financial Outturn and Financial Monitoring reports 

 Local Plan: Adoption of Heritage at Risk Strategy and Register 

 Community Infrastructure Levy Spending Protocol 

 Town Centre Master Plan Implementation 
 
The Overview and Scrutiny Management Board have also carried out pre-decision scrutiny 
on the Council’s Tree Management Protocol in advance it being approved under delegated 
powers by the Strategic Director for Regeneration and Environment.  

 
 
Other Scrutiny work 
 
The Overview and Scrutiny Management Board has also carried out other scrutiny work 
based on its Work Programme for 2021/22.  
 
The Work Programme for the Overview and Scrutiny Management Board, as always 
covers a diverse range of topics within its remit, but also reflects the many issues 
surrounding the current pandemic, including its impact on the Council and the services that 
it delivers and also on its impact on the residents of the Borough. The Overview and 
Scrutiny Management’s Board Work Programme for 2021/22 is attached at Appendix 1.  
 
In the current municipal year, the Overview and Scrutiny Management Board has 
scrutinised reports and made recommendations on: 
 

 Grange Landfill Site 
 

 Adult Care Restructure and Pathway development  
 

 Covid Business Support Grants 
 
The Board will be considering the Safer Rotherham Partnership Annual Report on 3 
November in its role as the Council’s Statutory Crime and Disorder Committee.  
 
Sub and Project Group Work 
 
In addition to the scrutiny activity carried out in Overview and Scrutiny Management Board 
meetings, members have also carried out work in sub-groups on: 
 

 the development of the new Council Plan. 
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 the refresh of the Council’s Equality and Diversity Strategy. 
 

Health Select Commission 
 
Scrutiny work 
 
The Health Select Commission has also carried out a wide-ranging programme of scrutiny 
work based on its Work Programme for 2021/22.  
 
The Work Programme for the Health Select Commission reflects the priorities of improving 
health and health care for all residents in the Borough. The Health Select Commission 
Work Programme for 2021/22 is attached at Appendix 2.  
 
In the current municipal year, Members of the Health Select Commission have carried out 
the following work. 
 

 Monitored Health and Care system changes associated with new health and social 

care legislation, recommending ongoing updates and that a plan be developed for 

communicating the local changes to the public.  

 

 Scrutinised the relaunch of the JSNA, the Rotherham Data Hub, recommending that 

ward data profiles be prioritised for delivery and that links to related work be 

provided for the data categories with the goal of encouraging greater use of the Hub 

as an information tool. 

 

 Monitored COVID-19 developments and progress of the vaccination programme, 

with emphasis on capturing and circulating learning from the pandemic. 

 

 Scrutinised the progress against the Carers Strategy and Programme with the 

outcome being the setting up a spotlight review of the Young Carers service.  

 

 Scrutinised the Council’s work in Suicide Prevention, requesting a resource pack 

and recommending suicide prevention training for all Councillors, which has been 

added to the Member Development Programme for delivery on 8 November at 4pm. 

A further recommendation affirmed the effective use of small grants by the service.  

 

 Scrutinised the Mental Health Service provision by Rotherham, Doncaster, and 

South Humber NHS Foundation Trust, requesting a comprehensive report be 

brought back for scrutiny in six months’ time. It was recommended that the outcome 

of the Community Mental Health Transformation be presented when complete. 

 

 Received annual reports from The Rotherham NHS Foundation Trust and the 

Health and Wellbeing Board.  

 

 Held a workshop in respect of the achievements of the Rotherham Community Hub 

and the support provided in response to isolation and loneliness during the 

pandemic. Findings are forthcoming, with emphasis on the evolution of the service 
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model and strong partnership working in responding to vulnerable residents who 

present with complex needs.  

Improving Lives Select Commission 

 
Scrutiny work 
 
The Work Programme for the Improving Lives Select Commission, as always covers a 
diverse range of topics within its remit, but also reflects the many issues surrounding the 
current pandemic, including its impact on the Council and the services that it delivers and 
also on its impact on the residents of the Borough. The Improving Lives Select 
Commission’s Work Programme for 2021/22 is attached at Appendix 3.  
 
In the current municipal year, the Improving Lives Select Commission has scrutinised 
reports and made recommendations on: 
 

 the Pause Project 

 Adult Safeguarding 

 Youth Offending Team Improvement Plan 

 One Adoption South Yorkshire 

 Holiday Activities and Food Programme (HAF) Easter and Summer 2021  

 SEND (Special Education Needs and Disability) Sufficiency 
 
 
Project Group Work 
 
In addition to the scrutiny activity carried out in Improving Lives Select Commission 
meetings, members are also currently carrying out work in project groups on: 
 

 

 CSE – Post Abuse Support – The review will build on the benchmarking work that 
members of the commission carried out in 2019 where provision in Rotherham was 
compared to provision made by councils in other areas. The review is in its final 
stages and the report of the project group will be presented at the meeting of the 
Improving Lives Select Commission on 7 December.  
 

 Review of the Early Help Service – This review will look at how since the 
implementation of the new structure of the service in 2019 the changes to the 
service have impacted on service delivery and the outcomes for children and 
families. The review has now started, and it is anticipated that the sub-group will be 
report their findings in March 2022. 
 

 Domestic Abuse Strategy – On 1 November members received a briefing on the 
revised Domestic Abuse Strategy. This briefing enabled members to be briefed on 
activity surrounding the revisions to the Domestic Abuse Strategy. Members are 
now considering the draft strategy in advance of feeding their comments back to 
officers. 
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Members have also received a briefing on the most recent “COVID19 Survey – Voice of 
Children and Young People”. The information received from this briefing will be used to 
determine future work priorities for the Improving Lives Select Commission.  
 
 

 

 
Improving Places Select Commission 
 
Scrutiny work 
 
The Improving Places Select Commission has also carried out a wide-ranging programme 
of scrutiny work based on its Work Programme for 2021/22.  
 
The Work Programme for the Improving Places Select Commission reflects the priorities of 
improving and revitalising the environment in the Borough and making Rotherham a better 
place to live. The Improving Places Select Commission Work Programme for 2021/22 is 
attached at Appendix 4.  
 
In the current municipal year, the Improving Places Select Commission has carried out the 
following work: 
 

 Monitored flood alleviation works progress, identifying future focus on canal barriers 

and pilot communications initiative. 

 

 Recommended that a clear strategy be developed for responding to fuel poverty, 

which has been delivered.   

 

 Requested a compilation of available resources and schemes to support housing 

energy efficiency retrofits, which has been delivered. 

 

 Investigated energy efficiency of private sector housing and homes in the Borough 

still using coal heating. 

 

 Scrutinised the annual report on the Bereavement Services contract, 

recommending enhanced consultation with professionals and clergy. Members 

requested to scrutinise the upcoming 5-year maintenance plan. 

 

 Recommended sustainment of the Rough Sleeper service by safeguarding staff 

salaries with the aim of protecting the service’s ongoing investment in staff skills. 

 

 Fed into the current Housing Policy Review to request that the revised policy ensure 

that those residents in greatest need of aids and adaptations are served first.  

 

 Referred an issue with access to hospitals via bus transportation links to the 

Transportation Advisory Group, which has added the issue to the agenda for 

discussion at the next meeting on 15 December. All elected Members are welcome 

to attend. 
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 All 7 recommendations made by the IPSC in respect of its review of building use 

were accepted by Cabinet on 20 September 2021 and are linked here.  

 

Scrutiny Minutes 
 
Overview and Scrutiny Management Board 
 
16 June 2021 
14 July 2021  
28 July 2021  
15 September 2021  
 
Health Select Commission 
 
10 June 2021  
8 July 2021  
2 September 2021  
7 October 2021  
 
Improving Lives Select Commission 
 
15 June 2021  
27 July 2021  
21 September 2021  
5 October 2021  
 
Improving Places Select Commission 
 
29 June 2021  
20 July 2021  
7 September 2021  
 
 
Report Authors 
 
Martin Elliott, Governance Advisor 
e: martin.elliott@rotherham.gov.uk 
T: 01709 254407 
 
Katherine Harclerode, Governance Advisor 
e: katherine.harclerode@rotherham.gov.uk 
T: 01709 254352 
 

https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=91862
https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/documents/g15276/Printed%20minutes%20Wednesday%2016-Jun-2021%2011.00%20Overview%20and%20Scrutiny%20Management%20Board.pdf?T=1
https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/documents/g15278/Printed%20minutes%20Wednesday%2014-Jul-2021%2011.00%20Overview%20and%20Scrutiny%20Management%20Board.pdf?T=1
https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/documents/g15279/Printed%20minutes%20Wednesday%2028-Jul-2021%2011.00%20Overview%20and%20Scrutiny%20Management%20Board.pdf?T=1
https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/documents/g15471/Printed%20minutes%20Wednesday%2015-Sep-2021%2011.00%20Overview%20and%20Scrutiny%20Management%20Board.pdf?T=1
https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/documents/g15303/Printed%20minutes%20Thursday%2010-Jun-2021%2014.00%20Health%20Select%20Commission.pdf?T=1
https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/documents/g15304/Printed%20minutes%20Thursday%2008-Jul-2021%2017.00%20Health%20Select%20Commission.pdf?T=1
https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/documents/g15304/Printed%20minutes%20Thursday%2008-Jul-2021%2017.00%20Health%20Select%20Commission.pdf?T=1
https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/documents/g15306/Printed%20minutes%20Thursday%2007-Oct-2021%2017.00%20Health%20Select%20Commission.pdf?T=1
https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/documents/g15312/Printed%20minutes%20Tuesday%2015-Jun-2021%2010.00%20Improving%20Lives%20Select%20Commission.pdf?T=1
https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/documents/g15313/Printed%20minutes%20Tuesday%2027-Jul-2021%2010.00%20Improving%20Lives%20Select%20Commission.pdf?T=1
https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/documents/g15474/Printed%20minutes%20Tuesday%2021-Sep-2021%2010.00%20Improving%20Lives%20Select%20Commission.pdf?T=1
https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/documents/g15467/Printed%20minutes%20Tuesday%2005-Oct-2021%2017.00%20Improving%20Lives%20Select%20Commission.pdf?T=1
https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/documents/g15321/Printed%20minutes%20Tuesday%2029-Jun-2021%2013.30%20Improving%20Places%20Select%20Commission.pdf?T=1
https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/documents/g15322/Printed%20minutes%20Tuesday%2020-Jul-2021%2013.30%20Improving%20Places%20Select%20Commission.pdf?T=1
https://moderngov.rotherham.gov.uk/documents/g15323/Printed%20minutes%20Tuesday%2007-Sep-2021%2013.30%20Improving%20Places%20Select%20Commission.pdf?T=1
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